
 

News 
& 

Views
Published by 
Friends of Chinandega

Board and Advisors 
Marlo Van Klompenburg (Ch), Harley 
Janssen (Sec/Treas), Kathy Groenen-
boom, Larry Groenenboom, Gary 
Hanson, Palmer Rhoades, Sandy 
Shalin Rhoades, Ed Spoelstra, Carol 
Van Klompenburg, Claude Zylstra

Email 
FriendsofChinandega@gmail.com

Web Site 
FriendsofChinandega.wordpress.com

Mission 
To develop a companion rela-
tionship between Faith Christian 
Reformed Church of Pella, Iowa, 
and several churches of Chinandega 
through communication, visits, 
intercessory prayer, and assistance, 
for the mutual growth of both 
Faith church and the Chinandega 
churches

Long-term Goal 
Become an interdenominational 
ministry of multiple North American 
congregations.

February 26, 2012
Issue  One

Friends of Chinandega founding team in Nicaragua, February 2011, left to 
right, Harley Janssen,  Larry Groenenboom, Marlo Van Klompenburg, Carol 
Van Klompenburg, Kathy Groenenboom, Gary Hanson, Sandy Shalin Rhoades, 
Claude Zylstra, Palmer Rhoades, Ed Spoelstra.

In February 2011, a Pella Service and 
Learning team sat in a Chinandega 
hotel room and dreamed dreams: 
What might a relationship between 
Pella and Chinandega Christians 
look like? Out of that dream has 
emerged Friends of Chinandega, cur-
rently a ministry of Faith Christian 
Reformed Church of Pella. 

One year later, as Marlo and Carol 
Van Klompenburg return from a 
month in Nicaragua, that vision 
is materializing. Five Chinandega 
churches would like to work with 
a North American team  of about 
10 people in sponsoring events 
for neighborhood children during 
Nicaragua’s school vacation July 13-
20. Sign-up sheets are on the Faith 
church office counter. 

Friends of Chinandega is currently 
recruiting volunteers for an11-day 
trip to Nicaragua July 13-22. 

Tentative plans for the trip include 

New Dream: July Nicaragua Team

Friends of Chinandega 

In this issue . . .
Vision Becomes Reality . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . p. 1
Nicaraguan Art at Tulip Time . . . . . . . . . . . . p. 2
Garden Tour in June . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . p. 2

orientation at the Nehemiah Center 
in Managua, pairs of North Americ-
nas assisting each of the five China-
dega churches with their neighbor-
hood outreach, and a final combined 
celebration.

Current plan is that one North Ameri-
can in each pair speaks rudimentary 
Spanish, or that a translator accom-
panies each pair. 

Marlo Van Klompenburg says that 
the goal of the planned trip—and for 
Friends of Chinandega in general—is 
two-way learning and transforma-
tion. 

“Christians around the world can 
learn from each other,” he said.



Coming in future issues:  
In coming weeks, News and Views will fea-
ture each of the five Chinandega churches 
in the Friends of Chinandega relationship. 
Stay tuned.

FOC to Sell Nicaraguan Ceramics & Jewelry

Garden Tour June 22-24

Nicaraguan necklace, hand-
crafted from nickel, copper, and 
semiprecious stones.

Nicaraguan pottery comes in 
many colors, shapes, and sizes.

Beautiful jewelry and ceram-
ics, handcrafted by Nicaraguan 
artisans will be available each 
day of Tulip Time in the Pella 
Molengracht.

The Friends of Chinandega team 
says the jewelry is not just a 
win-win, but a win-win-win. Ni-
caraguan artisans win by having 
an outlet for their products. The 
Chinandega churches win, be-
cause all profits are used for the 
FOC relationship with Chinande-
ga churches. And all buyers win 
because they get to enjoy the 
craftsmanship for years to come.

Following Tulip Time, Friends 
of Chinandega plans to explore 
selling the products in other 
venues as well. 

Gardens for the June 22-24, 2012, 
Gateway to Hope tour include both 
vegetable and flower gardens.
Back by popular demand is May 
Vue’s Asian vegetable garden, and 
new to the tour is Louise Zaffiro’s 
organic vegetable garden. Faith 
Christian Reformed Church com-
munity gardens will also be open.

Featured flower gardens belong 

to Mary Van Wyk, Linda Jansen, 
and Esther Vermeer. 

The tour will expand to three 
days in 2012. The gardens will be 
open:

•	 6 p.m.-8 p.m.,  Friday, June 22
•	 10 a.m.-3 p.m.  Saturday, June 23
•	 1 p.m.-4 p.m. Sunday June 24

Just as in 2011, there will be no 
set price for touring the gardens, 
but donations are requested. A 
minimum donation of $10 is rec-
ommended.

In 2011, Gateway to Hope Garden 
Tour raised $3,000 for Christian 
arts camps for Nicaraguan chil-
dren from the poorest-of-the-
poor neighborhoods.

“Our guests were generous last 
year, and our goal for this year’s 
tour is the same—$3,000,” said 
Sandy Shalin Rhoades, one of the 
organizers of both the 2011 and 
2012 tours. Check donations to 
the tour are tax deductible.


