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Pastor Adolfo & Martha Quiroz, Igle-
sia de Dios Central

Iglesia de Dios Tutors 120 Kids

Three afternoons each week, Igle-
sia de Dios Central (Central Church 
of God) bursts at the seams; 120 
neighborhood children attend its 
Compassion International program. 
Low-income neighborhood children 
cram the sanctuary and second-floor 
classrooms, where they sing, learn 
math and reading, and receive a hot 
meal.

Iglesia de Dios launched the program 
on faith in 2011, trusting that spon-
sors would be found for its children. 
By January 2012, sponsors had 
volunteer for 110 of its 120 children. 
Iglesia de Dios has a goal of serving 
150 children, the minimum preferred 
by Compassion Internatioinal.

Although program tutors receive a 

Seated just 
ahead of the 
Van Klompen-
burgs Volter 
Renteria shared 
his Spanish 
Bible with them 
during the 
Igesia de Dios 
youth-led worship. And after the ser-
vice he offered to drive them back to 
their hotel.

Enroute, they learned he was a na-
tive of Ecuador and worked as pro-
duction manager for a Pescanova, 
a Chinandega shrimp factory that 

Iglesia de Dios exterior

small gift for their work, they are es-
sentially 3-afternoons-per-week vol-
unteers, teaching from a curriculum 
created by Compassion International.

Martha Quiroz said that the Compas-
sion program has brought new adult 
members to the congregation; the 
congregation has grown by 30 mem-
bers in the past year, people who 
had not been attending any worship 
services. 

Pastor Adolfo Quiroz said pairs of 
church members calling on neighbor-
hood homes weekly has also contrib-
uted to church growth.

Shrimp trivia
•	 All Pescanova 

shrimp are raised 
on farms.

•	 Shrimp grow from 
egg to harvest size 
in four months.

employs.700. Before returning them 
to their hotel, he provided an im-
promptu tour of Pescanova and gave 
them his business card.

Marlo and Carol plan to contact him 
and request the favor of a similar 
tour for the next Friends of Chinan-
dega team.

Factory Tour Offered by Church Member



Coming in future issues:  
In coming weeks, News and Views will 
feature the remaining three Chinandega 
churches in the Friends of Chinandega 
relationship. Back issues are archived at 
www..FriendsofChinandega.blogspot.com

How to Sponsor a Chinandega Compassion Child

Naschly, one of the Compassion 
children in the Iglesia de Dios 
Compassion program smiles 
about a cereal treat from her 
Faith church sponsors. In Janu-
ary, ten more children in Iglesia 
de Dios’ program still needed 
sponsors.

Iglesia de Dios Central at a Glance
 y Church vision: Grow in love for Christ, to reach people for Christ.

 y Founded in 1962. Adolfo has been its pastor for two years.

 y 90 members, 40 of them children. In addition, 120 children attend 
its Compassion International program. Around 35 percent are 
unemployed. 

 y Active in starting new churches in the country where there are no 
churches. Five congregations have been launched in the past year. 

 y Youth program with 50 members

 y Adult education—providing education for adults who have not 
completed sixth grades of school.

Prayer Requests
 y That Iglesia de Dios become 

congregation of prayer

 y That members find employ-
ment and have the necessi-
ties of life. 

 y For the widows, orphans 
and ill people in the congre-
gation.

 y For the projects of the con-
gregation: for the missionar-
ies and for member partici-
pation in mission  projects; 
for the Compassion pro-
gram, adult education, and 
youth outreach.

Compassion classroom at Iglesia 
de Dios. When visitors stop in at 
the classroom, all students rise 
and say in unison, “Dios le ben-
diga (God bless you).”

In 2011, when the Friends of Chi-
nandega team saw two Compas-
sion International programs in 
Nicaragua. First they met Caroray 
the Managua girl that Pastor Gary 
Hanson’s family has sponsored 
for five years. Then they toured 
the brand-new Chinandega pro-

gram at Iglesia de Dios Central.

When they sat down in Hotel 
Don Mario to create six goals as 
pillars for the fledgling organiza-
tion, they were convinced that 
support for the Chinandega-area 
Compassion program should be 
among those goals.

As a result, 19 people have begun 
sponsoring a Nicaraguan Com-
passion child. And, of course, 
more children are still looking 
for sponsors.

Sponsorship costs $38 per month 
and provides a meal and classes 
for the sponsored child. Sponsors 
receive letters from their spon-
sored child, and in return, may 
send letters and photos. They 
also have the option of providing 
birthday and Christmas gifts. If 
they wish, they may also arrange 
a personal visit.

If advance arrangements are 
made, a Friends of Chindega 
team member can also visit a 
child on behalf of a sponsor—de-
livering gifts and taking photos 
of the event for the sponsor.

Jessica Janssen is the Compassion 
coordinator for Friends of Chinan-
dega. She can request children from 
the Iglesia de Dios program and 
from other Chinandega programs. 

In January, Iglesia de Dios still had 
10 children without sponsors.

Other shorter-term sponsorships 
are also possible. To learn more, 
contact Jessica Janssen at 641-
621-0044 or email her at  
harleyjessica@hotmail.com.


