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Above: Pastor Porfirio and Supaya 
Maldonado are Honduran missionar-
ies who have led the Amor Viviente 
congregation for 10 years. Above 
right: Amor Viviente Sanctuary

Amor Viviente Helps Chinandega 
Pastors Work Together

The third Thursday of each month, 
pastors from all evangelical church-
es in Chinandega are invited to meet 
at Amor Viviente (“Living Love”) to 
collaborate and to learn. Its pastor, 
Porfirio Maldonado, knows 80 of 
these pastors personally.

In January, Amor Viviente, hosted 300 
pastors from an even wider geographic 
area to a half-day Saturday workshop.

Amor Viviente sometimes shares 
equipment with other congrega-
tions. And other pastors occasionally 
borrow its microphones and ampli-
fication system for special services; 
sometimes they also borrow the key-
board, electronic guitar, and drums 
The instruments used in worship 
belong to Amor Viviente, not to the 
church musicians.

Pastor Porfirio says the music style at 
Amor Viviente has a more contempo-
rary flavor than some Chinandega con-
gregations. To North American ears, 
though, most of the  music in each 
of the five churches in the Friends of 
Chinandega relationship has a similar 
Latin rhythm and harmony.

Cross-Cultural Goof
A California pas-
tor showed  up  to 
lead a Chinandega 
February workshop 
wearing his normal 
summer garb for 
leading his own 

congregation—flipflops and shorts.

Every one of the 300 Nicaraguan pas-
tors in his audience was clad in dress 
shoes, dark pants, and a perfectly 
pressed dress shirt.

When he saw their formal dress, he 
laughed and apologized profusely, 
saying he had assumed their summer 
garb was the same as his.

They graciously laughed with him. 
Two hours later, at a meeting to plan 
their relationship with Faith church, 
they said his presentation had been 
valuable, but they were still chuck-
ling and shaking their heads about 
his choice of clothing.

Each Saturday morning Amor Vivien-
te has Sunday school for the children 
of the congregation. Wednesday 
evenings, members meet as house-
hold groups and invite friends and 
neighbors to join them. Currently 
there are six groups, and the congre-
gations’ goal is to expand to eight or 
ten groups by the end of the year.



Coming in future issues:  
In coming weeks, News and Views will 
feature the remaining four Chinandega 
churches in the Friends of Chinandega 
relationship. Stay tuned.

Faith’s 2009 Team Worked With Amor Church

 y Established in 1998.

 y Makes regular donations to its denomination for mission churches 
in other locations.

 y 80 members, including children, 

 y Weekly schedule 
-Wednesday evening: Small group meetings in homes  
-Thursday: Evening prayer service 
-Friday: Worship team Bible study, rehearsal for Saturday service 
-Saturday: Evening praise and worship service, Bible school for  
children

 y Most successful: a program for children of the congregation and 
small groups.

 y Seeking to improve: discipleship programs and attendance at praise 
and worship services.

Amor Prayer Requests
 y For growth in the number of 
members.

 y For members committed to 
serving God in different ways.

 y For ability to meet their  
monthly budget.

 y For finances to construct 
a church office and restart 
classes for children of the 
neighborhood. (This program is 
currently discontinued due to a 
shortage of funding for it.)

Some members of Faith church 
already know the Amor Viviente 
congregation; they helped paint 
the church walls and window 
grillwork in June 2009.  Others 
did craft projects with children 
of the congregation.

“The community was very wel-
coming,” said Angie De Waard, 
who later decided to return to 
Nicaragua longer-term.

Claude Zylstra remembers thin-
ning the paint with water in order 

to cover all the walls and using a 
trimmed tree branch as a roller 
extension. He was impressed by the 
quality of the windows’ iron grill 
work.

Team member Betty Van Zee 
vividly remembers perching on 
the window ledge, reaching high 
above her head to paint the top 
part of that grill work. 

She also made friends with Pastor 
Porfirio’s daughter Gracia. Since 
2009, Gracia 8, and her brother 

In 2009, a Faith church team 
helped Amor members paint the 
church interior (left)  and paint 
window grills (above). The  black 
grill paint stained a few hands 
(right). 

Antinio, 12, have been joined by 
a sister Rut, 19 months.

Team members stayed at Hotel 
Don Mario, which has an interior 
open-air courtyard. Team mem-
bers watched a tropical down-
pour fill the courtyard’s plant-
ers and recessed tile floor, then 
slowly disappear through a floor 
drain. 

Current plans are for the 2012 
Friends of Chinandega team to 
stay at this same hotel.

Amor Viviente at a Glance


