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Manantial: Love Within Limitations

Pastor Sergio y Scarleth Blandón in Ministerio Cristiano Manantial de Cristo

With its corrugated metal roof, lack 
of walls, and dirt floor, Ministerio 
Cristiano Manantial de Cristo (Chris-
tian Ministry of Christ’s Fountain) is 
easily the most modest of the five 
Chinandega churches in the Friends 
of Chinandega relationship. 

Founded in 2002, the church has 
about 50 members from the sur-
rounding barrio (neighborhood), 
Colonia Roberto Gonzales. Its pastor 
is Sergio Blandon, whose daughter 
leads the 30-member youth group.

Sergio and Scarleth Blandon live  
next to their church with their family 
of five.

Sergio’s wife Scarleth directs the 
Sunday school and its three teachers. 
Sunday school meets under the trees. 

Each week the members of the 
church walk two-by-two to neighbor-
ing homes, making friends and shar-
ing the gospel’s good news. Some 
neighbors have joined them in wor-
ship, and then moved on to churches 
with more attractive facilities.

When asked for his congregation’s 
prayer requests, Sergio includes an 
improved building in his list. And 
then he asks his Friends of Chinan-
dega visitors how his congregation 
can pray for their North American 
congregation.

He asks us to carry back a message 
for North Americans. He wants them 
to know that his congregation has 
economic limitations, but great love 
for God. 



Coming in future issues:  
In coming weeks, News and Views issues 
will feature the two remaining Chinandega 
churches in the Friends of Chinandega 
relationship. Back issues of News and Views 
are available at 
www.FriendsofChinandega.blogspot.com

Worship by Cell Phone and Pen Light

Ministerio Cristiano Manantial at a Glance
 y Founded in 2002. Sergio has been its pastor for two years.

 y Many of its 50 members work in construction or as domestic help.

 y Evening worship on Tuesday and Friday.

 y Educational classes on Sunday morning.

Prayer Requests
 y The spiritual needs of the 

Manantial congregation.

 y For provision to improve the 
sanctuary.

 y For materials and supplies for 
Sunday school classes: tables, 
chairs, paper, crayons, etc.

During a neighborhood power outage, Pastor Sergio reads Scripture 
using a penlight. The chair and pulpit were only visible during this 
moment when of the camera flash.

by Carol Van Klompenburg

At dusk, our taxi driver stops 
three times asking directions to 
our destination: Ministerio Cris-
tiano Manantial de Cristo. On the 
third stop a young man in dress 
shirt and white pants approach-
es. “I am going there. You can 
walk with me,” he says.

We pay the driver the normal 
fee of 20 cordobas (80 cents) for 
the ride across town and walk 
with Alejandro behind a curbside 
building toward a barbed wire 
fence.

“Where is the church?” I ask.

“Here,” he answers.

The building is a metal roof sus-
pended above a dirt floor on six 
poles with 20 plastic chairs and 
a pulpit. Its pastor Sergio wel-
comes us warmly. He says there 
is a neighborhood problem with 
electricity, so there is no light 
tonight.

As the sky darkens, the congrega-
tion alternates unaccompanied 
singing with fervent prayer—
punctuating both with a ritual 
response sequence of “Gloria, 
Cristo, Gloria” that ends in a 
rousing cheer.

Far above and all around, the 
stars appear.

We are asked to bring greetings, 
but in the darkness we cannot 
read our Spanish cheat-sheets. 
We stumble around a bit, and Ale-
jandro rescues us. He says gently 
from his seat, “It’s OK. Speak in 
English and I will translate.”

Pastor Sergio begins reading the 
Bible passage by the light of his 
cell phone. Then someone hands 
him a tiny flashlight.

We leave early to walk to another 
service three blocks away. As 
Alejandro guides us there, he re-
assures us. “Do not worry about 
after the service,” he says. “The 
neighborhood is safe, and there 
will be taxis.”

We join worship in progress at 
another church—with its hung 
ceiling, painted walls, flowers, 
maroon curtains, and a shining, 
new tile floor. Lit by bright lights, 
we read our scripted Spanish 
greetings. We sing to a keyboard 
accompaniment. 

As we hail a taxi for our return 
trip, Marlo says, “This church felt 
a bit more like ours back home-- 

“—but I did miss the stars.”


